Remarks for UCLA Annual Gala
May 1, 2012

As a UCLA graduate and a proud friend of the UCLA Hillel, I am
delighted to be here tonight to pay tribute to our exceptional honorees.

First, I’d like to thank Rabbi Chaim Seidler-Feller for his friendship and
his leadership. UCLA Hillel is the home away from home for Jewish
students on campus. It is a source of pride to all Bruin alumni to see
UCLA'’s Hillel become such a spiritual and social anchor. You have
done a remarkable job in cultivating a vibrant community of students
who come to Hillel to rest, relax and revive. You are a role model and
mentor and we thank you for that.

Now, to speak of the honorees. Let me begin with Sarah Baron and
David Bocarsly, whom I have had the pleasure of welcoming to my
office on a number of occasions. Sarah, as President of the UCLA Hillel
Student Board, and David, as an active member of Bruins for Israel, are
remarkable young leaders.

We all benefit from the tireless work they have done to engage student
government leaders, faculty and other opinion leaders on campus. Their
work to build coalitions has helped UCLA withstand the divisive anti-
Israel campaigns that have unfortunately plagued other campuses in the
UC system. Disagreeing with Israel is one thing, but singling out Israel
for boycotts and divestment and launching ad hominem attacks against
Israelis and pro-Israel students is something entirely different. Sarah
and David deserve our thanks and recognition for their efforts to keep
students informed and focused on facts, history and principle.

Having started out myself as a student activist at UCLA, [ know first-
hand about the commitment of time and energy and sacrifice that you
have given. I also know about the reward. Not only the reward of
knowing I made a difference, but knowing the friends I made as a
campus activist would be my friends and political allies throughout my



career. Sarah and David I hope that your roots at UCLA stay firm and
support you in your future endeavors.

We also pay tribute to honorees Gail Katz and Bruce Wessel. Gail and
Bruce are celebrated for their professional accomplishments at the height
of their fields in the film industry and in law. Tonight we honor them
for their tremendous contributions of time and support to UCLA Hillel,
among the many causes they hold dear.

I’ve known Bruce since his days starting out on Capitol Hill. You and
Gail have earned a reputation for stepping forward, ready to invest your
talent and creativity with leadership roles in Hillel, in the arts, in
international humanitarian efforts, and in Bet Tzedek’s Legal Aid
service. It is especially clear that your connection to UCLA Hillel and
Rabbi Seidler-Feller is very personal and enduring. You have celebrated
many special milestones together and I hope you and your family will
continue to give and gain warmth and strength from these special ties.

Last, but not least, it is a special honor to congratulate my dear friends
Dick and Lois Gunther. My wife Janet and I have enjoyed their
friendship for so many years and I couldn’t think of better name for an
award for them than UCLA Hillel’s “Honorable Menschen.”

So much of the Gunther’s charitable efforts are about volunteering
themselves and volunteering their time. So many of the organizations
they support exemplify the Jewish values of humanity and human
dignity. They embody the epitome of menschlachkeit, which is the

recognition that every man is made from the same cloth, in the image of
G-d.

From their work with the Jewish Family Service and the Los Angeles
Jewish Federation to the AARP, Dick and Lois are committed to making
sure that there is a safety net so that no one is left behind in our
community and in our society. Their work with the Grameen



Foundation helps the world’s poorest of the poor, many living on less
than a dollar a day, to make a living and a future.

They were active in the Soviet Jewry movement and with Project
Renewal, a program to redevelop impoverished communities in Israel.
And their family foundation has strengthened numerous institutions that
promote science, education and the arts in Israel, Los Angeles and
beyond.

Their humanity is also an underpinning of their dedicated leadership and
involvement in pro-Isracl and pro-peace organizations. It stems from
their genuine and deep concern over wanting a Jewish State and a
Palestinian state that are able to live side-by-side in peace, security and

dignity.

Their activism in progressive causes is based on conscience, conviction
and integrity. As supporters of UCLA Hillel’s social justice programs,
they are raising up future generations of activists to follow their
example.

With 65 years of marriage, success in business, adventures around the
world, and a beautiful family of children and grandchildren, we all have

a great deal to admire in Dick and Lois. And we have a great deal to
thank them for.

Congratulations to you and your fellow honorees. And congratulations
to the UCLA Hillel, which is stronger because of supporters like you.
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